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THE following Essay^ I am 
sensible, is but a sketch. If it have 
merit, it will be attributed to the 
design, rather than to the execu- 
tion. The subject is worthy the 
hand of a master, and is still open 
to much philosophical research. I 
have endeavored to explore a new, 
but indirect, source of argument in 
favor of thei5/v/W/y q/JeSusChrist. 
For my support, I have relied on hu- 
man nature, and strengthened my 
proofs by illustration and parallel. 
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so far as illustration and parallel 
could be applicable to the charac- 
ter. I thought it possible to render 
the subject amusing, as well as in-* 
teresting, to piety* Let the public 
judge. 
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SAY. 

EVERY age has produced iti 
impostors, its (snthusiasts, and its he« 
roes. Te rise preeminent over other) 
is the first wish of the human ^eaft» 
The predominant sensation, after man 
ceafes to he wholly selfish, elands it- 
self in comparison^ which gradually 
awakens the ardor of ambition^ Thi& 
restless feeling is the governing princi- 
ple of early life, and never entirely 
forfakes him, until he loses all confi- 
dence in himself. If the nature^ be 
generous, and events propitious, they 
produce a great manj otherwise, the 

disposition takes an eccentric turn. 
B 
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It is not a singular circumstance 
in the annals of human nature, that 
every one of those heroes, enthusiasts^ 
and impoftors, the history of whose 
lives has been sufficiently interesting to 
merit preservation, has been actuated 
by his particular bias, and excited by 
motives, powerful in his own estima- 
tion, however weak or criminal in the 
opinion of mankind. One man, alrea- 
dy a conqueror, thinks he must sub- 
jeA the world, before the world will 
acknowledge him a hero. Another, 
already a sovereign prince, and perfect- 
ly at ease, proposes more than mortal 
labours, in order to enjoy a quiet old 
agjB. A third, favored by the tiraes^ 
boldly associates himself with heaven. 
In order to govern the earth. A fourth,, 
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more humble, though not less ardent, 
is willing, in a hair shirt, to travel to 
Jerusglem, preaching a crusade* 

The charafters of these men were 
to distinctly marked in their own days, 
their in^iring motive was so apparent, 
that succeeding ages have been con- 
tented to appeal to them for illuftration, 
er to raise commentaries oi^ their lives. 
Doubtless, they all thought themselves 
paramount to the common senseof man* 
kind, and little less than inspired, how- 
ever romantic, or absurd their object 
of pursuit. Hence, the questions of ^ 
magnanimity, or of selfishness j of im-* 
posture, or of enthusiasm ; will forever 
arise, while the pursuits of men tend 
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to preeminente over their' cotempo»v 
taries« 

There is one character on recor4| 
^ho has commanded the attention of 
every succeeding age ; and what is not 
a littie remarkable, it is not yet settled, 
in wiat defcription of character this 
person ought to be claffed, notwith* 
stan(£ng he has engs^ed the sseal, the^ 
curio^ty) or the resentment, pf the 
ditdne, the philosopher, and the states- 
MM. A person, whose singular £ite 
it has been to be accredited by some, 
wliose live» reflected no honour on the 
object of th^ adoration ; and to be 
reviled by others, whose moral worth 
was never questic^ed. How then, are 
we to estimate af man whom many 
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woridii}) as a Gcd, whom some consid: 
er an enthusiast, and whom not a feW 
revile as an impostor ? 

If the characters of all eminent 
men havebfeen dra^vn and judged fronr 
their lives and actions, why may wef 
Bfot, confining ourselves to the Human 
Cbarailer of Jesus Christ, reach the. 
riierits of the (Question, by testing his 
life and and actions by the general prin-^ 
ctjples of hlimart nature, or at least, by 
those principles whith usually influence 
^eat men ? 

In the reign of Augustus Caesar, 
at a period, famous in the hiftciry of 
that time for an universal peace, an in- 
fitt*, now universally known by the 
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^atne of Jesus Christ^ was bom at' 
Bethlehem, a village of GalUIee, a Ro- 
man province. His parents, no doubt, 
moved in the humbleft walks of fociety, 
and during their whole lives, notwith- 
ftandingthe reputation of their fon, re* 
mained in obfcurity. Their poverty 
and humility may readily be fuppofed ; 
for the child was born in a nianger, a 
drcumftance, which probably would 
not have been recorded, if family pride 
had been studious to conceal it; unless, 
like the fiory of Romulus and Remusv 
it was defigned to be the groundwork 
of a romantic tale; or, as the child ap- 
peared to be promifing, his humble ori- 
gin might enhance his perfonal merit. 
But, as no fuch ufes as thefe were ever 
made of his remarkable birth, it feems 



Digitized by 



Google 



15 



•••••••••••• 



reafbnable to conclude that this was a 
well known part of thtsir family hiftory. 

TftfE education of a boy, thus fitu* 
ated, is generally contrafted, and fubfer- i 

Vient to the narrow means of his p^-^ ^ 

rents. Hence, the adventures of hii « 

childhood are Angularly barren of inci- 
dent. Until the age of twelve years, it 
does not appear whether he wafi grav« 
or gay, ardent or referved. There it 
not one brilliant obfervation of his fe- 
date, nor one efiufion of his more heed* 
lefs moments, prophetic of his future 
character. The caufe of this is open to 
two xemarks, both plaufible, though 
offering different conclufions. It may 
be faid, he was juft like other children, 
atftd difcovered nothing worthy of par- 
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ticulajr notice. On the contrary, it may 
be replied, his more early difcovery of 
himfelf might have derogated from the 
dignity and importance of his purpofes. 
A Boy-God could not fo ealily have fup* 
ported a great mission* But these re« 
marks, neither of them^ have much 
weight ; for it Teems he did exhibit 
hamfelf to the world in abfblute child* 
hood, and then commanded the atten- 
tion of the public. 

h the firfi wifh of an obfcure, in- 
confequential, but afpiring young man, 
ihould lead him to afibdate with the 
world, and to folicit public notice, it is 
nothing uncommon. Obfcurity, con- 
neded with ambition, ufually infpires 
the boldeft cionfidence. But it rarely 
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ks^ptns that a boy of real genius pro* 
trudes himfelf on the bufy * world. la 
the firft moments of confcious, iuperior 
worth, the boy of genius undergoes 
fenfations wholly ayerfe to its puUic 
diiicovery. He trembles in the glare of 
obfervation, and retreating^ flies ^ from 
the prefence of thofe, whofe attention 
he is moft anxious to arreft* This is 
natural ; the firft ^^)emn|^ of a great ^ 
mind affed, and over^xtme the heart, A 
new and powerful fenfation oppreffes 
him ; he is jealpus of others, and du- 
bious of himfelf. 

At the age of twelve years, this 
boy found himself at Jerusalem. Uk 
parents had taken him with them to 
celebrate an annual feast. The city Ja- 
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fusalem, to a child of common obsefva^ 

tion^ muft have been a fotirce of much 

ferprife. How maliy queftions, and 

how many remarks would not fuch a 

journey have ratf^ in a young mind ? 

-HEs fou? muft necefl&rily have expand^ 

edtn^Hufion and comparifon. In the 

ittidft of fuch a fcene as Jerufalem pre- 

fentted to youthful curiofity, every ftep 

would have awaken'ed refleAion. Yet 

"ftrange^ too young for animpoftor, and 

too iim][)le for a hypocrite, riot a fingfe 

bbfervation on human Kfe, on the city, 

or on the inhabitants 'appears to have 

efcaped him. Yet ftranger ftill, this ig- 

'liorairtrboy, carelefs bf aH the novelties 

'of the city^ and truaint to Ms-parents, 

^irlio had-arfready Mt Jeriifalem oh^ thm 

*journdyft6me; -without any* introduiS- 
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tion, ak)ne> and probably in mean ap^ 
parely proceeds to the Temple^ the moil . 
famous place in the city. There, he 
&id& the moil learned men in the coun*- 
try dilating on the public aiSairs. He 
feats himfelf in the midll of them^ and, 
all of a fudden, he enters into the de* 
bate. By the fingular pertinence a^d 
depth of his observations, ratber than 
by any artifice of eloquence, he draws 
on himself the attention of aU. Soon . 
they becon^ie astonished, and dropping 
their own concerns^ regard thech^d 
with a mixed tumult qf .curiosity, awe 
and wonderf - 

' ' ' ^ ■ i 
This early and brilliant success, in^ 

his first attempt to attra^tpubUc admi- 
ration, one might imagine, wouM ^^~ 
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fixed the predominant character of the 
man. If the tremiilous nerves of the 
Olympic victor would sometimes be 
overpowered in supporting the laurel 
which his corporeal strength had won, 
what must be the nature of him, who 
receives in youth, with equanimity, the 
more cherished, and flattering distinc* 
tion, which a powerful mindcommand^ 
from the willing, perhaps the unwilling 
voices of his cotemporaries ? Already, 
jn imagination,the brightest scenes open 
upon his manhood. The obscurity of his 
family is forgotten. The trappings of 
honour will not only clothe himself, 
but conceal the meanness of hispar^ 
ents. In the ardour of riper years, 
who will not follow him, whom they 
reverence in childhood ? 
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We Icnow nolhing more of Jesus* 
Chuist, until he is thirty years of age. 
On this blank in his life, during a peri- 
ckl of eighteen years, every man must 
judge, agreeably to his own feelings and 
views of human nature. But it muft 
be obvious to every one that this long 
obscurity is, perhaps, the most extraor- 
dinary circumstance of his life. How 
could a young man, confcious of tal- 
ents, and contemptible in that age,* 
both on account of his parentage and 
place of nativity, facrifice so long, the 
laudable pride of raising his family, or 
possessed of more expanded feelings, of 
honoring his native country ? Though 
age is slow and calcu^ting, youth isi 
hasty and clamorous of the 'present. 
How could a youths who at the age of 
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twelve, commanded. ^ )a*$Bntipn of 
sages, preserve a silence' i of /SQinany 
years ? Though prudfaaQe fteMu^es w^, 
ery thing with hejc compasses, ^nfes is 
more rapid. How CoxiJid a young man, ; 
Hke Jesus, whose nation was the re* 
proach of the earth, bury himsdf inthe; 
obscurity of Nazareth ft» %o long, a pei^ 
riod of that time, when the passions 
are all alive, and when pleasure digress* 
es the current ffitiment^ or'aiQbition 
lays plans for th0 future ? 

At about the age of thirty, Jnsvs 
appeared again in puUic. He was th&x 
in ail the ripeness of manhood, at a pe- 
riod equally distant from the levity of 
youth, and the cares of age. He is re- 
ported to have been in his person ex- 
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^edittgfy' beauti&l if you examined 
tmt oii^ feature al a time ; but his en* 
tire countenance raised in the beholder 
an interest which immediately: afFefted 
the ^hiiartr Sympatfhy, awe, reverenorf, 
but most reverence, was the prevailing 
"Sentiment Ije incited. These were the 
features erf his charafter in the moment 
of repose. His -stature was rather a*- 
bove the common size, as was his per-^ 
TO», but finely profjortioned. His hair 
iRras auburn, gracefully flowing over hift 
shoulders ; his steps slow, firm, be- 
'^peakinga fean of purpose. The most 
btilliattt temperature of health adorned 
'his cheeks, which, in conjunftion with 
"his flowing beard, the feshion of those 
times, and apirt'cing, hazel yet unas^ 
sunouing eye, would have rendered him 
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altogether attrading, had not a hi|^ 
and gently retreating forehead of tht 
most perfeft symmetry, restrained fa- 
miliarity and impressed the beholder 
with an emotion of resped. It was 
impossible to behold him, though he ap- 
peared under every disadvantage, al- 
most suspicious, without being per- 
plexed and dubious of the man* 

Such is s^d to have been the per- 
sonal appearance of J sus Christ. But 
who wiU undertake to portray the c^st 
of his mind, since every step of his pub* 
Uc life ran counter to the comniQn pur- 
suits of common sense. Yet his pub- 
lic movements and public counsels ofier 
sufficiently distind outlines from which 
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to draw a character, not the less to be 
mistaken for ks entire originality; 

Jesus Christ^ then, was endued 
not only with all those qualities of mind 
which are considered the attributes of 
command, and insure a superior stand- 
ing among men, but he was still more 
noted for the milder virtues. These, 
though less splendid, merit more, in 
that they rarely associate with strongly 
marked characters, are subjects of at- 
tainment, rather than gifts of nature, 
and require a habit of circumspection to 
preserve, and a constant exercise to 
practise. But in Jesus the most op- 
posite traits seemed to blend so natu- 
rally, that you are -in danger of mistak- 
ing two virtues for a single one. His 
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habitual meekness, and undaunted firm* 
ness, his all subduing wisdom, accom* 
panied with a subtle sagacity, and his 
almost childish simplicity, never for a 
moment proved a foil to each other.— 
Perhaps no maneverpossessedamorerea- 
dy versatility. Low life in which he was 
educated, was not more familiar to him 
than the more ceremonious company of 
the Scribes, the Pharisees and the Doc- 
tors of LaWt His easy conformity be- 
spoke on all occasions a knowledge oT 
human nature which seemed to be im- 
mediate conception. No man ever ap- 
proached him, without being improved, 
or at least, laid open to self inspeftion ; 
while his calmness and presence of 
mind forever, gave him the ascendant 
over the captious, whom he put down. 
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aot in general, by the force of argu-^ 
inent,b:ut by a moral appeal to the heart, 
or by a happy illustration of the matter 
in question, or frequently by the self 
condemning method of Socrates. For 
it is worthy of remark, that whatever 
this man spoke was addressed to the 
heart, and nothing to the head. Hepce, 
ie was forever irresistible, while the 
simplicity of his appearance andhisun- 
tssuming manners gave his wisdom a 
novel, and all-attra&ing charm. Un« 
embarrassed with the doftrines of the 
day, destitute of the refinements of 
learning, contemning the niceties of 
logic, he made no claim to the praise of 
learning. Original in every thing, he 
^emed superior to all his predecessors 
m fertility of mind— — 'Twas doubt* 
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less ignorance, but neither the sciences 
cf Greece or Roone were ever subje^ 
of his appeal j his -own resources serv- 
ed him instead of the light of others, 
and if he was «ver at a loss to explain 
himself, or illustrate his subjed, the 
nearest objed genierally afforded the 
most Kvely conviAion of his intuitive 
powers. The little child, who happen- 
ed to be present, is as strong an exam- 
ple of the readiness with which he 
converted surrounding objeds to his 
purposes, as the more ingeqious, though 
artificial, parable. Possessed of sxkSx 
resources, where wa» the neces3ity of a 
display of learning, or to what profit 
could Jesus vary the embellishments 
of rhetoric, when a grain of mustard 
^seed, to enforce his doftrlne, was^ready 
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«ir spring to a tree, ia "vb/oae faranebes 
afl the fbwb of hcsefen might lodge i 
His was not th^ eloquence of the so|diP 
istSw True dsoquence must afie& the 
heart; if the heart be not affe6ted> how- 
ever deeply engaged the head may be, 
Ic i^ no kipger eloque^ce^ it is argu- 
ioeat. If Ibvb Ch&i&t was not a fiiv 
ifthed prator h^ the rules of art, he was 
the fir^ of orators by the force of na- 
ture* &jtiKc» it for otjiers to insinuate 
<£hemsd^e8, to watch the prc^itious 
itpmof indiiSfereiice, and^n in an hour, 
what they cannot command in a mo- 
*itaent. Suffice it for others to beguile 
iheir hearers by* the windings of the 
schools, by^ples^id figures, by apt il- 
lustrations, by strong allusions ; the o- 
tiEtw, however euKxessfufly he may use 



Digitized by 



Google 



these advantages, betnys only a barren- 
ness of mind, compared with the powers 
of him who speaks only to the hearty 
and can at one effort convert his hear-^ 
ers to disciples. 

No doubt, there was a peculiar an4 
agreeable mannerof address, accompany- 
ing the discourses of Jssus. It cannot 
be supposed but that the graces of his 
person, his ruddy compleiuon, still Qiore 
spiritual in the moment of animation, 
his piercing eyes, mild pr commanding 
at pleasure, his fixed and ingenuous 
countenance, added much to his success.. 
Yet there certainly was an unknown, 
secret charm attending this man, free 
from any affedation of applause. There 
was nothing popular, nothing wiimin^;^ 
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in his manner, lie never seemed to make 
an effort ; how then was he always so 
ascendant over his followers, or rather, 
how did he collect so many followers f 
With the famous orators of that, and 
the preceding ages, graceful gestures, 
an animated eye, a frequent violence of 
action, passionate invocations and ap- 
peals, wdre the bye road to persuasion ; 
with j£St7S, Expression^ rendered unne- 
cessary any exertion of voice or of per- 
son. Expression ipi him was action, pas* 
sion, manner, address, every thing. 
This was the mighty power, the unat« 
tainable power, which is said to have 
produced such strange effects, whether 
lie rose upon the multitude in the ter- 
tor of his wrath, or addressed them 
in the tone of charity and compassion j 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



t2 



whether he overwhdmtfd the assuiftbg 
pharisee, or raised the humble puMcan^ 
Twas this Exfresshn^ this incofoceiva^ 
ble^ naked Expremon^ 'twas this my^ 
teriotts Expresshny which so ImticK ]p»«f- 
plexed his hearers as to th^- nature 6f 
the pensoiY* 

Why then did n<it this man suc- 
ceed; in life ? << He was ndt ambidofu j/' 
But was^ not hiis public aj^arance a 
sufficient proof of his aimlnti<$b ? No 
man throws himself dn the public, with^ 
out ambition. Wbf then did not thlj 
mm sticceed m VS& ? ^^ Her kntf# r!ot 
how to embody the pasdons of fneni 
and to point their direction." Yet thii 
man, in a chance walk, ina firsSinter-* 
tiew, could enlist two fishermen iii hii 
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service, and fix them during their lives 
in his interest. Why then did not this 
man succeed in life ? " he knew not how 
to adapt himself to the age in which he 
lived/' Yet no man ever possessed an 
equal facility of bending to times and cir- 
cumstances, though in truth, no man, 
no, not Cato or Socrates, ever yielded 
less to the principles of his age. Besides, 
Cato and Socrates gained all their re- 
putation and influence by resisting their 
age ; and it might have been pardona. 
ble in Jesus, a man of obscure birth, 
to have sacrificed a little to popularity, 
especially as he did not associate him- 
self to the stoics, or profess himself of 
any one of the prevailing systems of 
the day. The rigid Cato betrayed in 

some degree, his principles, by carrying 
E 
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'a servant with him, who pointed out 
4he citizens by name, lest, in shaking 
'hands, Cato might not seem to recog- 
nise his friends. Nothing of this sort is 
attributed to Socrates ; yet it ought to 
be considered that Socrates was a retir- 
ed philosopher, Jesus Christ and Ca- 
to were public characters. Nor, in my 
• opinion, is there so strong a resemblance 
between the Nazarene and Athenian as 
many have noticed. The one led a 
*quiet, contemplative, theoretical life, and 
either from indolence, or contempt of 
foreign nations, closeted himself at A- 
thens, and scarcely professed himself a 
public character, much less the refop-' 
mer of his nation. The short career of 
Jesus was the reverse of this, and 
though it has perplexed many to find 
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a substantial motive of action^ no oxie:. 
has denied him an uncommon ardour,^ 
in his pursuits. So that, his want of ^ 
success either supposes.a great defect of. 
character, or throws a veil of mystery * 
over the man : For it cannot be con* 
cealed that a strange, and fatal incour . 
sistency seemed to anticipate every step 
of Jesus. What a contrast between 
the mind and the actions of the man ! 
Never before was there united in the 
same person such a powerful mind, to 
all appearance completely counterafting 
itself. In vain do we search, we cannot 
find the slenderest tie of connexion be- 
tween the mind and the conduft, the 
passions and pursuits, of the m^iji. , 
Had he Kved longer, he possibly might ^ 
have unfolded himself. Yet, if caii- 
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dour should temper suspicion over the 
grave of a dubious charader, the mo- 
tives of Jesus Christ ought not to be - 
prejudged. That man must be a con- 
summate hypocrite who lays down the 
the fairest system of virtue, on which 
to raise a monument of usurped pow- 
er. That man must be superior to all 
his cotemporaries, who clothes himself 
in humility, in order to steal a robe of 
state. Who ever descended to the offi- 
ces of a servant in the road to sover- 
eignty ? Who ever underwent the pub- 
lic mockery of a crown of thorns, in 
pursuit of a royal diadem ? Few have 
seriously charged Jesus with such mo- 
tives. Human nature is more consist- 
ent, and human motives are less refined. 
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However, let the motives of Je- 
sus Christ be estimated as variously 
as the various views of mankind, stiU, 
his public life is not a less interesting 
subjefl: of remark. We will draw a lit- 
tle hearer the man, and accompany him 
through life, 'tis but one year,* to his 
singular catastrophe. 

We must now imagine to our- 
selves a ' man, an original charader, 
who, conscious of his own extraordina- 
ry powers, had purposely reserved him- 
self, until he could appear among men 
the most ascendant. As he was an ob- 
scure subjeft of a conquered nation, 
which had sunk into a Roman province, 
whatever were his views, he might es- 
teem it most prudent to reserve him- 

* Mann's Dissertation, and Priestly. 
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self tlntil the moment of his mature 
chancer. Thus far, he conduced Him^ 
self like a wary adventurer. But his 
succeeding movements were far fronl ' 
raising this suspicion. He, neithef like 
an adventurer forced htmsdf on (^)por- 
tunity, nor even calmly limted its ap- 
proach. If it was the first concern of 
J^sus to win to himself a numerous 
party, the method that he took, dtOugh 
at first successful, discovered a t«ita} ig^ ^ 
norance of human nature, and left a 
blemish which niarks a half chara&er :- 
For it is a blemish in a great man to 
lend himself to half of the community, 
in despair of gaining thewhol*^. 

The : first adventure of JbsuS, 
though perfeftly consistent with the • 
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future tenor of his^ life, has nq parallel. 
So extraordinary is it, that had it been 
related of any other person, it must 
have disappeared, long since, among a 
thousand other fleeting fiAions, or at 
most have preserved itself in some re- 
pository like the Arabian Nights. A- 
lone, fviencHess, and meanly dad, unas* 
siuning, and destitute of every means 
of inducement except that mysterious 
expression, Jesus meets two fishermen, 
brothers, busy with their nets. In all 
probal«iity they had never seen him be- 
fore, had never heard of him, and knew 
nothing of the man, or of his designs. 
Possibly they were young men in the 
rich enjoyment of domestic happiness ; 
probably they were poor men, to 
whose daily industry a helpless, afifec- 



Digitized by 



Google 






to 



(•••••MM** 



tionate family looked for daily support. 
Perhaps they were desperate in their 
drcumstances, of careless life, of aban- 
doned principles, and ready for any ad^ 
venture. Yet Jbsus made them no pro- 
mises ; he awakened no passion ; he 
applied himself neither to their ambi- 
tion, nor to their avarice j no, nor to 
their love of pleasure, to such men the 
passion most present. He neither dis- 
covered bia designs, nor tempted their 
curiosity. " Follow me,'* said he, " and 
I will make you fishers of men." In a 
moment, without hesitation, sooner 
than reason could dictate a resolution, 
all was deserted ; in a moment, this 
world, in their estimation, had dwind- 
led to a point, a new scene opened to 
their imaginations, which though ap* 
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patently as unsubstantial as a mooa- 
beam, turned the future current of 
their lives. Yet they fared hard, were 
generally despised as a new kipd of 
vagabonds, and never forsook huxi, un* 
til, become dubious of heaven and earthy 
they saw the man arrested, and led likis r 
a felon to a death more ignonninious than 
that of the gibbet. All this b no mira^ 
de ; but to me it is a miracle. It is a 
miracle in human. nature, and therefore 
less liable to suspicion, than a wrought 
miracle in the natu^ral world. 

Thus this extraordinary man, in 
Z chance walk by the sea of Gallilee^ 
beckoned to two fishermen, and in ^ 
moment, fixed them forever in his in- 
terest. With Mahomet, it was a laboy 
F 
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6i three years, to gain fourteen proses 
lytes ; and Mahomet possessed all those 
attributes of man which are capable of 
winning an enemy, or of commanding 
a friends Before Mahomet spoke, say« 
tradition, he was in possession of his 
audience. His presence charmed thent; 
his gracious smile won them, his ma» 
jestic aspeft commanded them, his pierc- 
ing eyes fixed them, while his counte- 
nance painted every sensation of hii 
soul, and his gestures enforced every 
expression of his tongue. Yet Maho- 
met,faithless of his eloquence, and doubt- 
ful of his success, soon as he coUeft- 
ed a few paftizans, furnished himself 
with a sword, and proclaimed himself a 
captain. Jesus Christ, on the con- 
trary, when most famouls and success* 
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ful never expanded his views, butr^ 
tained all his humility, and even con<» 
desended to wash the feet of his disci*- 
pies- Mahomet, like Christ, promi** 
«ed heaven to his followers ; but Ma* 
homet, brandishing, declared his sword 
was the key of heaven. Jesus Christ, 
on the contrary, opened the gates pf 
heaven to the repentant : Here, he a- 
larmed the conscience. With Mahom- 
et, to conquer others was the crown 
of glory ; with Jesus, to conquer one- 
self. To the followers of the one this 
world offered every thing ; to the fol- 
lowers of the other, this world promis* 
ed nothing, Mahomet opened a new 
world to the imagination, and added 
flame to a sensation of fire. What ori- 
«ntal could hesitate to follow,, the ban- 
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ners cjf Mahomet, when the houriesof 
{}aradise, dancing among the palm trees; 
beckoned the fierce soldier to the deliri- 
um of eternal rapture ? Jesus, with 
one hand laid on his heart, pointed up- 
ward with the other, and had no tie on 
his followers, but a sublime faith. Ma- 
homet gained every thing ; Jesus 
Christ suffered every thing ; Mahom- 
et lived a conqueror, and died glori- 
ously, Jesus lived like a vagrant, and 
died like a felon. Mahomet e.stablished 
a new religion by bribing, Jesus Christ 
by taxing, the passions. 

Passing on, Jesus saw two other 
fishermen, with their father, on ship- 
board. They were mending their 
nets* ^* Follow me," said Jesus, and 
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they TeH all arid followed him/ Soon, 
the little company swells to a multitude. 
From all quarters, people of many de- 
scriptions flock to his presence. His 
feme is already extended to distant re- 
gions, even to Syria. Does the man 
hot perceive he is hastening his own de- 
itru6li6n ? Is it not treason, under Ti- 
berius,* to 'be found in a Roman prd- 
tinccj at the head of so many men ? 
What is his objefli? Is it temporal pow-' 
cr ? What Meeakne^s^ to colled an army 
without one ioidier ! Is honest fame, 
or the mbrfe imposing attradHons of 
felse greatness the objedl of his heart ? 
What folly, t6 colleft around him the 
most ignorant, the most obscure, and 
the jtnost abandoned ! 
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At the head of this chequered* 
multitude, few. of whom knew the 
man, or knew the motives of each oth-. 
er ; at the head of this suspicious col- 
ledion of idle, curious, wondering foU 
lowers, Jesus, himself in appearance not 
less suspicious, ascended an eminence : 
and there seating himself^ delivered to 
the crowd a moral ledurc. Never, 
before, was the world illuminated 
with such a discourse. Never be- 
fore, did such sublime precepts distil 
from the lips of a mortal. The heath- 
en sages, from that day, lost all their 
credits Their fine-spun casuistry sunk 
under the weight of a sublime moral,- 
their patcli work morality was trampled 
under foot and disgraced forever ; but 
all, all their good was melted in a mo«- 
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ment into this half-heur, mor^rhaf 
fangue. No wonder its force and nov* 
elty astonished the multitude. Nt> 
wonder they stood looking to heaveii 
in doubt, and were ready to follow him 
at hazard. How could they h^p re- 
ponng all their confidence in the man, 
whose unpremeditated discourse enter- 
ed into every precinft of their hearts, 
and in humbling them, by discovering 
ail that was base, at the same time ele« 
vated them above this world, by dis- 
closing to them a sublime affinity ? That 
man has surely found the governing 
principle of others, who after laying o- 
pen to them their own hearts, can lead 
them at pleasure. We can only, at this 
day, imagine the expression of the 
man's countenance, the power of his 
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word^ ^ m^uokind have felt; Xbf^ 
fixztm of his eloquence has depsirted^ 
^e beauty of his discourse is blemished 
jthrough a halting tr^slation, and the 
order is broken by chapter and verse, 
but t^e si;ibstance remains, and will iq^* 
ever remain, either an objed of curio^i« 
ty to taste, or of improvement to piety* 

. Human nature was thought to t^ 
reused by the stqics, to a dignky, scarce^ 
ly its own. IJut their moriad austerity 
counteracHied itself, and produced a. 
pride and intolerance not always com- 
patible with social life. ^ The discqutsp 
of Je&us on the Mount, ga^ve a moral, f 
which though built on humility, trans- 
^nded the severity pf the Stoics^ and 
taught man what he ought to be^ rath- 
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er than what he might be* The stoics 
iqade no allowance for human frailty. 
Even the milder virtues were treated 
with contempt.- Pity was , weakness, 
compassion a crime ; and love was di- 
vested not only of sentiment, .but of 
heart. They tied up the passions, and 
chastised the sensations. Jbsus^Christ^ 
though he struck at the root of man's 
pride, offered no violence to his nature* 
Jesus offered no new system j he who 
addresses the human heart should nev- 
er think of a system. 

But why did not the civU authori* 
ty arrest the progress of this man ? We 
have already told the cause. Jesus 
Christt never offered a system. Of all 
men he was apparently least solicitous 
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ttf reputation : for Aough b& com^ 
manded, at pleasure, the passioAs df 
dthers, he tierer discovered a ^asston 
of Ws own. Beside, his pufcfic life wsA 
too unsociable for popnlarity, rather iiii^ 
spiring reverence, than cburtfeg feir* 
ottr ; though in a private circle he ^^rm 
willing to adapt himself, and somt^ 
times lent his presence to domestic par- 
ties. A man df this description, ef un* 
assumitig manners, whose constant 
doftrine seemed to impress oh the^mil^ 
titude the duty of dbediehfeei and evei* 
acquiescence under every form of gov- 
eminent, could not be dbnbxioas to 
the Roman authority of that day. 1^-* 
tience, and resignaticm to others, is th^ 
doftrine* most agreeable to a tyrant* 
Hence, the cause of the persecution ^ 
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«^ nam must have beeo more deep and 
i«iadiou& than any alarm from the civil 
wtliQr^. But, was Jbsus Ch&isit aii, 
aidvocate for arbitrary power i Not 
Iftmttts wai^ le$fr so ; with the feelings o| 
pcophecy^ auti4 with an unerring poUtU 
<^ Soresif^t, he add^^essed hiiiiselfy in^ 
generait to that great body of the com-i» 
DMf&ity^ who in all countries, and in all. 
2^s, can find Uttfe on which to reposer 
Viit a pafaed faitln Did he side with- 
the rich a^^DSl: the poor ? Not Aris-^ 
tides was more jwt, Did he inspirit 
the poor against the rich ? Not Thurlow 
was more austere. The sagacity of j£sus 
led him M> Ipiresee, fiat under every 
&^m of gpv^mcnent, the stF(mg woul4- 
prey i^oa the weals^ that the rich would^ 
Qiqpfrees the poor j that human society^ 
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was just like the pyramid, the bottom 
of which must forever support the^ 
whole weight, and that unless there wai 
a sympathy on one part, and a moral 
feeling on the other, the community 
of men would become a system of ag- 
gression and countervail. No, Jesus^ 
Christ offered no new system. He only 
sublimated the religion of nature- Re- 
gardless of forms and ceremonies, he 
taught his disciples to look diredHy to 
heaven, in the midst of the single insti* 
tution, the social board of bread and 
wine. 

Nor was the civil power alarmed 
at this man's sudden renown. It was 
rather an admiration that foHowed, 
than a popularity that was courted.*r-t» ^ 
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Jesus never remained in one place a 
sufficient length of time for a sedition, 
much less for a conspiracy to gain con- 
^sistency. For, whenever the people 
assembled in multitudes, it was his 
constant praftice to retire speedily to 
some other dty or village : so that, a 
sedition, although most terrible in a 
despotic government, in that it is never 
without cause, was not feared from the 
public carriage of Jesus, by the Roman 
authority in Judea. 

In this manner Jesus Christ 
travelled over the principal parts of his 
country, evidently devoted to some 
pursuit, the objeA of which, doubtless, 
in his own opinion, was superior to 
any of those attainments which usual- 
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ly excite tJbe passioAft of mca* Fok in 
the ardour of h» purpoaesy J9>w^ u%^e^, 

looked all lho«e ofc^&Sy which V9r% 
most dear to the great men of smtiqw- 
ty }--^nd likewise tnooey, the p««siiHi: 
of the present day; With a^ mind afc 
once solid and briUiaat, which' seemed 
to i^ace its chief delight in conception 
of the subUmest moral truths, he left 
all his fame as a philosopher, to the* 
treacherous ears of an ig^rant nmki^. 
tude, or to the care of a few associates^ 
who possibly could not write their 
names | With a courage that never 
turned from an ^emy^ and with a. 
firmness that encountered the whde 
oppositioa of the Pharisees,, this mau 
aubmitted to bespit on, to be buffett*. 
e^, to be smitten^ and to be scourg^.. 
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Witii pretetifiioiis to atrog^A tr^ 
tiding, this maft daimed nothing ; ^nd 
^nly once eomplaified that ^ tke 
birds hid tiests, and tke f&xes heles^ 
but th$t h^ had iiot where to ky hk 
hi^ad/' In the tnidst of a peopte mhb 
were ready to worship him as « Gd^^ 
he was content to be derided as ^m Im- 
postor. In the tnidst dt a people 
whose favor was ready to otitstr^ thd 
wings c^ his expedation ; JeSuS sunk 
i;epon the pub^ below Barabbas th^ 
robber. Yet what is no less e^raor** 
dinary, he Kved perfediy contented5 
Hither envying the rich, nor despising 
Ae poor. Noor^did he endeavor tor 
ameliorate the severity of his condt^ 
tion ; or even to shun the ignominy 
o£ his fate, a pathetic presentiment of 
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which he expresaed a Short timebe^ 
fore his death. Tet this mad, alwaya 
lA the depths of poverty, was reputed 
to work miracles* But the greatest 
miracle of all is, he never wrought one 
in his own favor. In such a case would 
not any other man have exerted his 
power, sometimes, to have controuled 
his wants, or even to have insured his 
pleasures ? Would not an oriental 
have turnedrhis water into wine ? Inir 
stead of a life of penance and penury/ 
would not the congenial climate of Ju^ 
dea have inspired convivial gratifica- 
tions ? Instead of siifiering an eter- 
nad and conflidiiig chaitity, would not 
an oriental, whose blood usually flows in 
afierycurrent, or trembles in a volup- 
tuous languor, have converted the very' 



Digitized by 



Google 



m 



^•> •»••••«* 



ttdani of Lebanon into a haratn .^ Vet 
this temperate Hazarene preferred th# 
brook or the ritulet to the joys of thtf 
^ntage. Yet this humble Nazaren«i 
ttavdll^ Judeaon foot, and never rod0 
btttonce ; and then in a manner that 
Memed to court the contempt of the po- 
pulace. Yet this self-denying Nazaren« 
frequented the tables dF a Wapfnng 
and St. Giles. Yet this cold blooded^ 
Nazar^ne was as exemplary in his affee-' 
tions^ as though he had been dipped^ 
every morning, in the river Cydnus. - 

The fanne of Jssus had now eit;^ 
fiended throughout Judea. Many of 
tike genteel people, including not a few 
^ the chief rulers, publicly whispers 
4fid their doubts, ^^ If the mam Vfos mi 
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M supernatural being.^* This suddenly 
alarmed the Jewish hierarchy ; and 
this was the ruin of j£sus. The dis- 
interestedness of his morality, his sim* 
plldty of Ufe^ his quaker-like inoffen^ 
siveness, might forever have saved him 
from persecution, had he foregone that 
attribute which claimed the adorationr 
of mortals, and which stamped him, 
at once, an impostor in the opinion of. 
the Jewish authority. This unprece* 
dented pretension, would alone^ hav6< 
rendered him dangerous to all tboae^ 
who dreaded a change : For when once 
a religion is establisbid the presiding 
God is not pernutted to interfere. But 
the eloquence of Jbsus was frequently 
direi^ed against the chief priests, the 
scribes, and the pharisees. Imprudent 
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Ulan } He mi^t have known that e\fe- 
ry establishment, religious or civil, is 
truel and unrelenting in the degree it U 
perverted. Yet Jesus pursued these 
hypocrites even into their sanduariesi 
and overwhelmed them in their own 
temples. This an effort of enthusi- 
asm ? No, their silence confirmed their 
conviction, and confessed the triumph 
of reason. If this man had seconded 
their views ; if this man had thrown off 
his sackcloth, and doubly fringed his 
garments J if this man had associated' 
with the chief priests, and the Jewish 
authority ; and why did he not, if he 
was an impostor ? If this man had only 
consented to have become what his ' 
countrymen were more than ready to 
b^ve made him, doubtless his abilities 
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nnifi hav« rendered kiin aa ittiistriowi 
adventurer^ 

Th£ <:harader of that age is well 
known* The Jewish luerarchy was pa«- 
ramouattotbelawofMoses. Thecer^ 
inonj of tiie tythe of mint, of annise^ 
and of Gummin was retained $ even 
the seat of Moses was respe&ed ; but 
the spirit of the lawgiver had dqiarted^ 
The mantie of EUjah, long since worn 
threadbare, had been cast oflf for the 
fine linen of the East, an emblem of 
hterarcjiial purity. Imprudent man! 
did he not know that under such a 
system, virtue is odious, and truth, 
treason ? Did he not know that, that 
man is worthy of death who dares al> 
tempt to bring^ back a ^orrujpted age 
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Ijo^stpriaoiples? Surely if this man 
WAS w itfipoStor^ of all men he was 
most weak. He associated with the 
peo^le^ who were nothings and neg- 
leded the hiefai'chy^ who far mort; 
ooounandii^ig than th$ hierarchy oi lu^ 
prestot disif, was apposed to possess 
tk^ fal^uknus key of the Catholics. 

Now <^ena ugQn us a new trait in 
tta chara<5t6r of J«l w. The me<*k, the 
humble^ the oiodeot son of Mary is 
no longer vagrant from village to vil-* 
lage^ he no longer retires to tht moun- 
tains^ or frequents the sea shores, but 
boldly iHTOceeds to the temple^ that 
very temjde, ia which at the age of 
twelve years he had astonished all who 
h^rd him. There, in the midst of a 



Digitized by 



Google 



M 



thousand enemies, regardless of the 
reverence of the place, in the temple 
of the most High God,his only weapon, 
the law of Moses, he throws himself in 
the face of the whole hierarchy. 
The Scribes and Pharisees, heartless as 
their own principles, are confounded : 
For,such is the dauntless attitude of the 
man, and such the noble frankness of 
his carriage, such the heart appalling 
terrour of his rebuke, and such the 
overbearing vehemence of his reproach, 
that every passion of the hierarchy, 
except the secret alarm of office, sinks 
under his superior presence. Though - 
these humbled, proud men were cloth- 
ed in authority ; though an immediate 
apprehension was prafdcable ; not a 
whisper from the lips of one of the 
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diief priests, not a motion from a single 
Scribe, not a murmur from one Phari^ 
see. They wondered at the deformity 
of each other, but each retained hi» 
own features. They seemed for a mo- 
ment to forget the painter, to contem* 
plate the pifture. The Scribe revolted 
at the moral asped of the Pharisee, 
while the Pharisee turned his eye upon 
the chief priests, and the latter, in their 
turn, upon both of the others. 

It was no doubt a novel scene, to 
behold a man, whose romantic life and 
mysterious pursuits readily raised a 
suspicion of enthusiasm or of impos- 
ture,boldly , in the charafter of a reform* 
er, enter that temple, which the Jews, 
^ther from policy or superstition, con- 
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fended wag the fevomlte ckrtlily: i^* 
denco of the Uncreated. If was, iid 
doubt, a noyel scene to the hierarchj^ 
to behold this man, not only* usur^. 
their office, but turn upon tHemselvel 
with an unexpefted violence and indlg^ 
ftation. Doubtless, truth and coHvici 
tion must have J>ointed every exprei^' 
Sioh, or Jesus must have raised a cori 
respondent violence anB indignation j' 
instead of which, the eyes of the whole 
hierarchy, fearful of the obscure Naza- 
rfene are turned on themselves. Had 
Moses himself a{q)eared in the templ^ 
treading on ranbeams, his head con* 
cealed in the dark cloud W^hich once 
appeared on Sfnai, and hdding in h^ 
bands a scroll of the detalogue, they htfd 
not been more embarrasst4> th^ey ^hatSf 
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Mot been more fixed statues^ Never 
in Greece, or Rome, did any orator 
80 readily triumph over his adversa- 
ries J and never did . any orator, no, 
Bot Cicero, nor Burke, venture to ex- 
liabit a public criminal in such repellant 
colours, as this carpenter's son presujtn* 
ed to portray the fairest reputed cha- 
rafters in Jerusalem. It was an over- 
whelming attack, not only on their 
S]igtem, but on themselves, unprepar- 
ed with the least apology, and the 
diarges were brought so .completely 
hoqxe, that all reply w^ prechided. 

This was one of those jDOior^l risks, 
]|irhidi no less discover the man, than 
the more brilliant a&ions of the hero ^ 
m^ perlups thif moral experiment qh 
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the Jewish hierarchy was at t)nce 'iSk 
most sublime and successful effort of 
indignant virtue which the world eveir 
witnessed. Let us contemphte it for a 
"moment. 

It demanded an uncommon €mu 
hess, 1 had ^hnost said, a madness of 
mind, to pronounce in the face of thte 
nation the fiercest judgment on thosie, 
' wIk) *5tili arrogated the ^eat of Moses, 
andwhrom ages had rendered saa^ 
in the eyes of tlie people. Thiepe was 
in the ^pUhRc^ trpinion, botfc in that, 
and in all preceding ages, such an in- 
^tim^e cttritiexion between 'the Miblem 
'and the stibstance of religion, l>6twe& 
the priest ind the objeft t^f the iiatioii- 
a1 diviiiitjr,/diat'a ctmletnpt.of the^goB 
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^vas^ XQOre readUy pardoned than an ioh 
piety to Iiis priests. This indeed waj) 
natural, as the priests governed the 
ffod$, not the gods the priesta. Hence^ 
no less a man thaa Alqibiades^ who, at 
various periods of his life, was the most, 
papiilar man at Athens, excited the pub^ 
lie . horror £ram a bare suspicion of his 
having wantonly broken some of the 
i^taiuQs of Mercury, and at the conclu* 
(ion of an entertainment^ of his hav« 
ing aS:ed, in mockery, the awful Elusi- 
iiian mysteries.; not to mention An^* 
agoras, and aitef him Protagoras, fa^ 
mous philosophers, who w^re thought 
tip merit banishment for wa^t of faith, 
^. $ocrate$^ reposing in his old age, 09 a 
life, as^ venerable for its virtue, as were 
^•Ipcks for tjheir whiteness, washur- 
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ried before the tribunal of his cbuntry, * 
and condemned to the hemlock for a 
supposed cUsrespeft to the religious feel- 
ings of his countrymen. Yet Jssus^ 
supported only by his own presence, 
regardless of common prudence, and 
more dauntless than either of thos9 
Greeks, always reserved his most un- 
welcome discourses for the ears of his 
enemies. Looking round on the hier- 
archy, who were watching an occasion 
of quarrel, Jesus colored with incfig- 
nation, and while he saw the abuses of 
many ages lie light on their hearts, 
he did not wait for the tide of their 
malice to meet the gathering of his 
own rebuke, but he silenced them for- 
ever with a *' woe unto you^ scribes, 
pharisees, hypocrites !*^ Yet his wrath, 
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the wrath of a generous mind, subsided- 
ina moment, aiid like a sovereign judge,* 
who pitied, while he condemned, he 
tnpderated his fierce judgments in that 
most pathetic appeal, " Oh Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, how often would I have 
gathered thy children together, even as 
a hen gathereth her chickens under her 
wings^ and ye would not !'* 

It was sufficient glory for Demost- 
henes, in the midst of Athens, to de- 
liirer his philippics. Philip heard them 
nqt at Macedon ; and when the orator, 
in* the charader of an ambassadour 
waited on the king, the wretch was 
confounded in his presence. Cicero 
gained half his honors from Catiline, 
yet Cicero, in the midst of the Roman 
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senutei trembled in the faee of )m we^ 
my. Burke had coUeded aU the indigo 
nant epithets of the East and West, an4 
safely, in a British parliament, he aixzv* 
ed them at the obnoxious 'HsK^tings.*^ 
Where ^all we find a man, who ua-» 
supported., and apparently disinteresl^p 
ed, has hazarded so much as Jfisus 
Christ i Not Gilbert Wakefield. 

It is impossibW for such a man as 
this to flourish long in a corrupted state 
<rf society. FasHve, native virtue 
is not ^ply tolerated, but sometimes ap- 
plauded^ in the most degenerate condi* 
tion of man ^ but when anadministra* 
tion of government lends itsdf to na« 
tional depravity^ and the civfl authiMri- 
ty, finding it can gain most, in the 
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4t«rst tfaiits, a man of aftive, public 
Yiitue u more od&xis than any obje£k 
Mhooipafitive law may reach. Such a 
ttian caimoli be eniiured ; the ^lendour 
o£ his ^mtues darkens all around hint, 
^e vital heat of his influence withers 
«ip the avtifici^l growth of the hcdiday 
^rtntes of his cotemporaries in power. 
To a barren soil the early and latter 
tsdn is scarcely grateful ; but the merl* 
ifian mu is dttath to the heartless ver-* 
^we. Those in power sqon become 
fiick of hearing iuristides called the 
just. ■ • . fo r the same reason the vifW- 
o« Gilbert Wakefield was sacrificed i$k 
%iie prime of life^ and for the same 
ireason^ the nmch enduring t^riestley 
hardly found respite on the frontiers of 
^heM^UdemeiBS^ 
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Jesus Christ must have knowo 
that his feelings aad principles were 
wholly averse to the manners of his ^e» 
and that he could not longbe eiidured* 
Yet, how melancholy for.amaa in. the 
bloom of manhood» before one! of his 
hairs had become . grey, before . hi$ 
mother had experienced the pleasure 
of a mother in partaking of the famie 
of. her sonv before his associates, whose 
strong faith laughed at the idea of bw 
catastrophe, had witnessed the public- 
homage, and consequent honors which 
they thought due to his charader — ^how 
melancholy for a man, obscure. Ufc^ 
Jbsus, and conscious of his claims oa 
society, to die so young, like a . mal^* 
fa<9:or, while his dearest relations must 
necessarily partake of the ignominy ojj - 
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ys ftte ; and facnr abhorrent to liii 

own naftmre^ to die to ignobly^ whSii 

liislidrbtc firmness was scarcely a cduiu 

iattolince to> the e&treme sensibiihy of 

lof hk moral feeling i <^ Yet Socrsteb 

idied with equal fbrtittide, and p3r»» 

]kq>ft, with gTfiater resignation ?'' O^ 

tow injurious t Socrktes was seventy 

two years of age^ had outlived his co«- 

tdttjporaries^ was famous throughout 

Orieece, and in the sanation of the Ora^' 

ete^ was the best man of his times^ 

^o a {:^ik>sopher life has few charnis 

tfter seventy. Of thi* opinion was Soc<* 

tiktmy and it mingled itself with, thfe 

tealsons of bis resignation. Among 

fiire hundred judges, Socrates was con-^ 

damned by a majority of three.— 

Hfe was still in possession of his fame 
K 
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»nd virtue. Socrates lost nothing but 
his life, while Jesus suffered many- 
deaths. Where were his friends in the 
trying moment ? Where was Peter? 
Denying with an oath that he had ever 
seen the man ! Where was the beloved 
John? The beloved John had fled. 
To whom could Jesus look for com- 
fort ? To his wretched mother, who 
saw him nailed to the cross, and watch- 
ed his last strugpgles ? To Socrates^ life 
in a great measure was indifferent. To 
j£sus this was impossible ; at the age of 
thirty-three, though the rosy fragrance 
cf youth has departed, hope stills glad« 
dens the heart} in perspeftive, the 
substance of life remains, although its 
glossy hue may be faded. So that, 
whether Jesus was possessed with the 
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spirit of enthusiasin, of imposture, or 
of pure virtue, life must have been ex- 
ceedingly dear to him ; for, whatever 
was his objeft, apparently, he left it al- 
togetlier unaccomplished. He had 
neither reformed the age, conquered 
his enemies, nor advanced himself. 
Apparently, his life was less useful than 
that of Socrates ; the vicrfence of his 
virtue was too strong for the times. 
Socrates, on the contrary ; was always 
persuasive, and this was necessary in 
the dedining virtue of the Athenians. 
Jesu$ Christ was always imperative, 
and spoke like a God, rather than like 
a man. ' This, seemingly, was the 
height of imprudence ; yet this was his 
manner from the beginning, and in 
this he persevered to the moment of 
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his dfeath.— -His last expressions were 
futt of enthusiasm, of imposture^ or 
of hoky spirit. 

The hierarchy soon discovered 
their own emptiness. The contempt^ 
which the unprotected inconsequence 
of h&m was ready to excite, gaye a 
powerful ejSeA to the earnest simj^ci- 
ty of hi^ mannef^and impressed his eii-^ 
emies with a dort of mysterious ter* 
ror. They well knew that a reform- 
er, whose manners were serious^ 
whose morals, were unexceptionable, 
whose firmne^ prepossessed the confi- 
dence of the indiflferent, and wh<)se 
ready eloquence Sieemed to take in ideas* 
with his eyes, and impress them with 
his looks, would soon effeft a. change 
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ef affairs. Hence, they naturally re- 
solved on his death. It was ever the 
opinion -of a majority th^t, an enemy, 
however virtuous, had better die, than 
that they shmild lose their influence. 
•• The blood of one man, imputed to 
•* many, would sciarcely stain their 
^* hinds. In all human probability, the 
" miserable Nazarene would be for- 
^ jgotten in ^ shcttt time, and his disap- 
^ pointed associates, ashamed of his 
^* fete, would be the first to revile the 
** impostor, or laugh it the enthusiast. 
^ Let his partizans behold him dead,^ 
•* let them witness his terrible catastro- 
^ phe, and the delusion is over ; no 
" mortal ever worshipped a dead God, 
'* or ere£ted a temj)le under a gibtet." 
Thdu short-sighted scribe ! Thou blind 
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pharisee ! That dead man, in the bpin- 
ion of a thousand generations, will re- 
vive again, a " fragment of that infa*- 
mous cross will be esteemed a sacred re- 
lict, and that temple in which his pre- 
sence confounded you, shall, one day, be 
destroyed, and his presence shall be sup- 
posed to fill the temple of the Universe* 

Consistent from the beginnings 
Jesus neither courted, nor shunned his 
enemies. In the moment of his arrest 
he discovered a magnani9iity which has 
never been surpassed. They approach* 
ed him cautiously, but Jesus suspeft- 
ijig their errand, first accosted them. 
" Whom seek ye ?** " Jesus of Naza* 
reth.*^ ** I am the man.'* There is 
the sublime in nature, the sublime in 
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sentiment^ the subUme in a£tion, and 
the sublime in charader. Of all these 
the sublime in charader is most to be 
admired. Nothing from the mouth of 
any other man under similar circum* 
stances has equalled this. The " strike^ 
but hear me^* of Themistocles has deserv- 
edly been celebrated ; the expression 
of Socrates in a moment of anger has 
charmingly illustrated his presence of 
mind ; the reply of the Indian Savage, 
** We are enemies^* when asked his 
opinion of another, was perhaps an 
unconscious expression of sublimity ; 
and the " myself** of Corneille is more 
devated than either, but the whole mer- 
it of the latter is due to Corneille, it 
is nothing but a sublime conception of 
the poet, fitted on a great charafter.— 
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WheFta$» ^^ lam the tmn^* endHnc^; 
net only the s)4>Ume of chsifaf^ but \ 
alilQ tiie sublime, of adiou* 

^ lam the man^* msSi \ Ji00ft9 ^nd ^ 
Mrr^ndered hiimdf. No resirtaacfei 
no eranoft^ iio attempt to' escape 4i»<» :. 
hcHiored hb past Hfe# Reg»rdIe9S of > 
hishself^ hi^ was" apprdieBBiabse iotlAx . 
Iiieiifis only; and when tbey vM^ 
dipmissed^ , thia ' eloqitent . Doam '- was « 
dumb* The; aame preaence of^mkidi 
and tbaaame .d%ni«y ^wiiiiihhad aaxxni^ . 
pamed hm during hu active Icie, ae# '^ 
coQipamed him duiiag (J^ mockfiTy «£ C 
a ludktal {>roa&sa* A short time i^ce^ r 
he h^ silencfd the ^stonbhed f]|ierat4 ^- 
chy« Nowr, he is arfaigsied x.puUie : 
cFij|imali.. Ug jK&: aad r^tgti€Mci.ai»t> 
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at hazard. Perhaps he foresees his 
fate ; yet surely he will make one last 
effort to redeem his own memory from 
suspicion, and render justice to the ma 
tives of his followers* Surely^ a man 
like Jesus, who had been so copious of 
promises ; who had parcelled out to 
twelve poor men, twelve thrones in 
heaven ; would tiot, in his last mo- 
ments, desert those who had so honor- 
aUy supported him, whose faith at all 
times was ready to surpass their senses^ 
Surely, a man whose life had been de* 
voted to partizans, whose sacrifices to 
hiin, were perhaps greater than his to 
them^ (if a fishing boat in this world, is 
worth more, to most men, than a 
throne in heaven) ought not to have 
deserted his followers^ It was mag# 
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^aiiimousui Sbcr^ites to wra^ himsdlf 
l^> in his {Kist fife 4 Spcra/tes ^opd 4- 
ione) po one had risked bk fortuMs^ 
his r£|mtatioa, or his cominon sense 4m 
the jchar^der jDr prindpdes of SocratM 
It was R^agnanimous in Sdfffo^ whenim* 
fijsdy accjusfid, to preserve a ^C0ia£fim|ii» 
tuous sibnce. it was magnanifikyus 
and sufficient fqt Chatham/ when, 
in parCameat an insinuation W2^ cast, 
ihat the pahUc cnonies had been pfain(^r« 
ed, to raise Ms t^embUng» death wfailie 
hand, and shake it in piresence ^the 
nation, signifying (hat ho goid had 
ttugk tQ his fingeir^ Thec^se of J^stj» 
IK^' ' dififesrent ;' no 'prhiaie indtyidual, 
hefeuriot or ance^ ^^ar poss^sed suidh zn 
tasy and unltm.ited 'dontraul o\£srh& 
m^ mw. ^ Haw then, must his £qL 
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tla^h4^»& tW dvittf^ atid' pb^sive at- 
citftit^of^ lAi'dmh'V ^iM less,' than 'a . 
pilt}^<hkmftglfe^^;t ^htt^^^; thaii'ati^ 
es^sofeltiaif af^his^ ptfiiidples- and vtewli^ 
cjwW'ihisJ dfecifdes^expeflt^?- Atod'whit 
a-firfd'for^lrfstown*feelh^'? th'fe^matf 
n£|^t^haterbi]^6ii)gi]ft'his'^^ in^ 

tathfe eyes krf lib ehfemies; An efwana- 
ti^crf^his wvn'vfft^e toii^ht haxre'pass^' 
eA<6/Qri I antt purified'j,' f ot ' a ^ mVAttent, 
aftihis li«dge$i Hrs life V^ri^piiblic, ailid 
AWiwfciitiKlve'beeiidefcgatf^ hate^ 
aj^Kxkd t6 htsrrpubikr life '? • Mighti he 
not' faa^e' proclaimed ^ his owfi^ inno-^ 
cehee •; jOP*at last?j » havfe" ressohecl on 
thechbi^aHedged against^ him f Yet 
thSs eloquent man'^was dumb"; he pre-' 
served tathfe last his 'mysterious cha- 
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r^der, and seemed to <Ue hb nsAuraJi 
d^ath. Nor does the mystery end here^ 
his disciples neither complained of hi»' 
cQndud, nor sympathised in his fate^L 
His own disciples still carried their . 
faith beyond. their senses, and adored^ 
the man in heaven, who, they confess- 
ed had died on a cross I Him they had 
foUowed ; for him they had forsaken 
all : them he had apparently deserted, 
and left to the contempt of all men. Yet 
they followed this man beyond the 
grave, to place him on the throne of 
God ! Yes, those who knew hhn best^ 
who had been for three years his bo^om 
companions, when the man was dead, 
worshipped him as the only true God, 
persisted he was a divine being, and 
not only suffered martyrdom in the. 
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4aUs!^ of thi§ reputed malefisidor, but in 
tile moment of their sufferings some* 
times converted their enemies to their 
c^n faith ! 

Here, an objection, indeed a pow- 
erful one, presents itself ; and that 
freedom of remark, which pervades 
these pages, requires a serious notice. 
If the disciples of Jesijs were, at first, . 
credulous, and afterwards fanatic,' their 
conduA after his death, was not only- 
natural, but politic. After the cruci* 
fixion, the disciples were on the point 
of becoming the laughing-stock of all 
men. If, during the life of Jesus, they 
were not only contented, but gloried 
in the humility of disciples, how deep- 
ly must they have been disheartened. 
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afterrhis^nmffl a a db u oBsp g& d draiiri - 
If: tbezr pridfiL and, setf-lover hudi ihMR 
bgtar gtBatlyi iwwakened undewhiiHibcfo 
pline, their dubious feelings \0Qndi&(^tiis 
the help of a warm imagination redden 
to the fieiteslrifamEliciifBBQ Petertatems 
to -U^ve been tttettmosti ?iwaientto£i aii)fi 
ofrtbftdisdptev. audi most cSl^MMH 
leading: aajaidswituiiet^ Iliit.not'pcnsi^ 
bletten^ isr it^nMcMtlmi dierlialdtsiofe' 
pisobibiliiy, . tfaat-i.sMW) ober aSi tfatse 
zeakmsqpacdzanaj J indiMrthejr^ lUMv: tfaer 
Gojsvivbem thsyvhadlMmliiffitd^idWPdr. 
andrburied^.shoiiUl profmti tUo .boId5; 
dteigD ofrefitatittUng tlieir'^ noir^.'8|rs4 
tef}roiaitoHow»rtiinsi?i^iietti&tell xh»^ 
^^ 'worid^ and Idt its^pmrisfe^riB i^. thati 
" Jesfs CdaiST;\thetcnxsifiBd; Odd,- 
^' Joidiad . ha.^ ctc^w .^^^addy to air 
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^< teHensd diftate, that JMS^death shift 
^|9!Qve the sakadoncf afl who wiil be- 
^ Jimfi in iiifi divinity : and to iiuspiM 
^ the world \vjthiieir iiopet d immor- 
** tality, let us proclaim his resurrec- 
^ ticm from the grave, aad his ascen- 
^ ^on to faea^c^H) atnidit a host of an- 
^g6b« This do£farine of faith, %a(gree«> 
*^ aUe to the hziness of mankind ^ and 
^ tUs ^dodrine of immDrtality, so flat* 
^ taring to their pride, wHl gain upoti 

* the world in proportion to our own 
f*app«rettt faith. The ignorant and 
^ a(baild(»ied we shall gain first : their 
^ sincerity tir3l supply new zeid ; afters 
^ wardythe wise will fbUow from ^tM^ 

* interest.^^ 

Ik like ckcumstances^ with the dis^ 
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dpies, a proposal like this might have 
arrested the attention of honest men j 
for there is but a hair's-breadth between 
fanaticism and falsehood* 

Objections Uke these, which are 
entirely circumstantial, are most satis* 
fadcmly answered, if indeed they are 
mere objections, by a recurrence to 
the circumstances from which they have 
arisen. It would be departing from 
the design of this essay to give any bl> 
je£tion, a full discussion. However, 
I cannot forbear to observe that, the 
evangelists have candidly intimated 
the disappointment and doubts of the 
disciples at the death of Jesus, and in 
the simplicity of their narration either 
did not anticipate any objedtions, or 
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what is more probable, justly refie^ed 
thst their own attempts to answer them 
would only render their record suspi- 
cious* So thaty mankind are left to 
their choice of attributing to the evaa*' 
geli&ts great simplicity, or deep de- 
sign. Now, there is certainly notLr, 
irig on the face of either of the gos- 
pels, which discovers the spirit pf ia* 
trigUe, of enthusiasm, or of selfishijes^. 
Not Xenophon, of all writers the^ most 
artless, has more simplicity thirl St» 
Johti. Hence, if we cannot bring 
liome to either of the evangelists the 
charge of enthusiasm, or of selfishness, 
the objeAion loses much of its weight, 
especially, when we consider that one 
^f the disciples, who was afterwards a 

femous preacher, denied his association 
M 
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"With Jesus, another sold him^andathird, 
after the death of Jtsus, proved inflex^ 
ibly incredulous, until he was coiiTinc- 
ed by the most sensible demonstration 
of his resurreftion. This looks vety 
little like a conspiracy of fanatics. 
Fanaticism is all passion ; it is bound 
as with a chain to its objeft ; but the 
disciples, confessedly. Were in a state 
of despondency for several days after 
the crucifixion. Judas, the treacher-* 
ous Judas, was rather a calculator than 
a ps^rtizan ; and though it may justly 
be objefted that, it is impossible to 
suppose that the trusty Judas could 
follow Jesus one year, listening t6 
his high pretensions, and under a con* 
viftion of his divinity, beti^y him to 
his enemies. This, doubtless, seeitiis 
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too absurd to credit. Yet so is the 
faft reported. Still, Judas himself 
will best answer this objedion. " I 
hjive betrayed innocent blood," said 
he, and in the pangs of remorse, cast- 
inj5 away the unholy profit, he exe^- 
cuted martyrdom on hin^self, an aft, 
which not less bore witness for Jesus 
than the death of Stephen. On the 
contrary, had the speculating Judas, 
at any moment, during his intimacy 
with Jfisus, discovered his imposture, 
the crafty man would have raised his 
own reputation, and acquitted a pub- 
lic duty in surrendering to the state a 
dangerous impostor, while the credu- 
lous, disappointed disciples, ashamed 
of the disgraceful catastrophe of the 
wretch whom they had honored as 
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LokD and master, would have Xnrned^ 
upon the corpse in silent indignaticMi,* 
rather than carry on the imposture at 
such an imminent hazard. Otherwise^ 
defenceless as they were^ they rnu^t 
necessarily have eflfefted every thing by 
the force of their tongues. Destitute 
of the swords of AH and Gmar, and 
hopeless of the rewards of those con- 
quering proselytes, the humble Galii- 
leans had to support two of the most 
difficult problems in nature, the drvini- 
ty of a man who had been crucified, 
and his resurrediou from the dead-— 
All this, without any hope of reward, 
either in this world or the next, un- 
lesa we are willing to suppose the bar- 
ren glory of martyrdom in an unholy 
cause, or the dubious feme of giving ' 
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curreKicy to a daring imposture could 
influence those ^ootj inconsequential 
men. To suppose this would surely 
be refining on human motives beyond 
comndon experience* 

^^ I am the man** ^id jEStJS, and 
surrendered himself. It is thought great- 
ly to th€ Iionot df Socrates, that he dis- 
dained th^ ^oposat of hh friends, who 
offered the means of escape. The propo^ 
sition was derogatory^ and the refusal 
ckims no merit. Socrates was constant 
to himself \ this i$ high praise ; but So- 
crates could notGOndu& himsctf other- 
wise. Hiere are certaitt siituatiobfl in 
which great men are sotn^times placed, 
that forbid them to descend from their 
charaflers* The sicklion suffers in silence^ 
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and calmly parts with life ; and the eagte^ 
in his descent, turns his head toward 
the sun. It was impossible for Cato to 
live under Caesar, or for Brutus to live 
under Anthony. In our own times, it 
was equally impossible for the virtuoiSs 
Moreau to live under Buonaparte. The 
situation of J£sus Christ was differ- 
ent. His name, like that of Socrates, 
had not become familiar' throughout 
the world. No oracle had e$poused 
the reputation of Jesus, Hi&£ame had 
scarcely reached Rpime, and that in a 
private letter. A young man, Kke this, 
might have fled from persecution, 
though capitally cQudemiied, and have 
preserved hijs credit. To Socrates this 
was impossible ; he could not have 
concealed himself among the Scythians; 
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and if he might, the fugitive philoso- 
pher must have forgotten that he was 
once Socrates. Whereas, Jesus, had he 
been guilty, his more mature years 
might honorably have retrieved his 
character ; and if he was innocent, k 
tiras his diity to preserve himself, if pos- 
sible, to fliuminate the moral world. 
Instead of which, he flung himself a- 
way J ih the prime of life, without an 
efibrt^ he flung himself away, and 
with all his^ faculties wrought up to 
their highest tone, he died in a man- 
ner too unprecedented to bear a ra*- 
tionat discussion, unless we consider 
him an unfortunate adventurer ; and 
then, the question which has raised this 
inquiry offers itself, " If Jksus Christ 
was an impostor, what were his mo- 
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tives? If lie was an eotbusiast^ >rWe, 
were Us passions? If he was » Wo^ 
whert was hiB sword f" 

The life and death of Ieaus have 
marked his charadler v^ith too' much 
predsion to mktake him either for an 
•athusiast or a hero. The single ques* 
tion which will bear ah examinattoiiii^ 

^ Win be a God or an imposUr ?"' 

'J ■ . ' , .. ... ■ ■ "' ■ 

^ This qtiestioai then^on which the * 
cfaarader of Jbsus quisI for^vef re^"^ 
remains to fad considered: I thouglit it 
nibre-ilhistrative, and memi logical to . 
reserve this point for the conclusion, as 
the preceding notices on his life and 
condud have naturally ted to this in. 
quiry, an inquiry which is exceedmg- 
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l)r difficulty and which alfies itself to 
the feelings or interest of most men* 
Hence liberality in research may ap 
pear like levity, and the least bias wiB 
look like bigotry. 

This inquiry might be extended 
to any Itogth, embracing human na^ 
ture in all its motives, windings, pre- 
possessions and self-delusions. But the 
general reasoning may be confined to 
a narrow compassir 

Mankind have been det^ded so 
frequently in corrupt motives, and 
have so often suffered a derelidtion 
from the avowed lies of moral necessi** 
ty, that profession of virtue, to the 

Iwsy part of the world, has become 

N 
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inore Odious thin open^ aban&nietf: 
principles ; as herein, the meznaets dt 
duplkity itf spared, and the danger dE 
4ecepdoh more easily avoided* Skr 
that, the cloak of virtue has beccxna.' 
the baize shirt of the sailor ; worn ia 
^mter, to keep out the cold ; in Sum- 
mer, to keep out the heat. This biai» 
of mankind to suspicion is furthers 
strengthened from the disgracefcil CQiw*^ 
stderation, ths^t every age, when time 
has illustrated char after ^ and <i^ine<S 
the glare of greatness, has erected a 
hundred gibbets for one statue* Hence 
it has become not only a spe cukdrveiH 
but a common ojAnion, that, extnmv 
dinary pretensicms ought to raise exp^ 
traorcfinary suspicion ; and this belief if 
l»kewbe sti^engthened f r&m the £»£ltf 
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^at^ose who 'are most conversant in 
^e busY ^^ridy have least faith in their 
^Qw men ; so that^ sus^ncion, warri>^ 
oe«3, aijui . bird's eye^drcumspedion 
hive long since become a branch of the 
minor morals, called prudence^ cau- 
tion, and $elf'4efenoe. 

Nor is this jealousy confined to 
any particular class of men ^ the gen- 
eral mass of manldnd, in the opinion of 
each other^ requires the most watching. 
This jealousy soon becomes a senti- 
ment; a habit of feeling, and in the de- 
gree the span's own head becomes grey, 
jbe thinks worse of his gray-headed 
neighbour. Hence, in the opinion of 
old men, the last generation is ^wayt 
the worsts and in their fearful appre- 
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hensions the end of the wofW Is ^ 
preaching ; a sentiment that forcibly 
discovers their own depravity. Fortu- 
nately, mankind do not live to a hua* 
dred years, and more fortunately stitf^ 
they lose their brightest faculties long 
before that petTod ; otherwise, gray 
hairs and depravity would convey a 
like import. If youth is less suspidous, 
and less suspefted, than age, it is but a 
$hort credit, wluch a fittle experienee 
soon cancels. « • t 

Under a scrutiny so sevefej^oubt- 
lessjhe must be a wonderftil n^an,i)rhb, 
rising suddenly from jirivatelife, asseits 
himself a public reformer, and singlb- 
handed, tramples on a nation's pi^jti- 
dices. The character of j£suif, not cfnfy 
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ia^in own day, but since, has borp^ 
^s test, the test q£ a poblic reformer^ 
*2^ a'man of exemplary morals ; while 
Sikd charge of imposture or of hypocrisy 
has never been fairly brought home to 
Ikkn, although his. pretensions were of 
the highest nature, and were consider- 
,.ed by many^ an impious arrogance* . 

Imposture h^ a cloak of many 
colors. The highest kind of impos- 
ture is political. It is then the off- 
spring of a determined ambition, com- 
pelled for the present to smother its 
fires. When successful, it is connefted 
..with a sagadoua mind, steady resolu- 
. lions, and a disep knowledge of its own 
times. It is always full of intrigue, se- 
c^esy and boldness, accompanied with 
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naoy of the be&t qusdities'of the boAdr 
It may be defined in its obje^ '^ corf 
rapt views to a corrupt end/' In its cf^ 
erationg, slow and calculating^ it feelf 
its way 9 and becomes subservient to tke 
times. Unlike hypocrisy which re^^ 
quires only a doak^ imposture, more 
active, is in pursuit of some greitf end ; 
and in the degree it is successful it ceas* 
es to be imposture ; and this l^ rea* 
^nof the arduous task to which it is. 
subjeded ^ for no man prefers to aCf 
complish by fraud what be can obtaii^ 
toy other way» Hence we &id that 
impostors have universally the moment 
they were able, adopted force iasHead 
of fraud i and hence the proclamatiaii 
of Mahomet, in the foil tide of his sitCi» 
cess, " the sword is the key-toheaves} 
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Ad tbe Uood of the £athful will smett 
to heairen ' more odoriferoms than 
firankkieense*^' Unlike entfausi^itk 
which carries its heart in its head, and 
presses blindlf forward, political im- 
^ture has a tally for every step. The 
Macedonian and the Swede were en*^ 
tbosiasts^ They were not m pursuit of 
enemies, but objeAs ; otherwise the' 
Scythian and the Turk would never 
hatre beeft attadked* Jsfius Caesar was 
an xeaposttot from the banning, and 
Grimly waited thirty, years, until th£ 
sovereign power, fearful of a renewal 
of the days of Marius and Sylla, seem- 
esk to court in» proteAion ; and in our 
own age, the tnodern Attila woidd^ 
hatre been an impostor, had not the ex- 
QiPfbbtt €f an dpportvne force on his 
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part, and tha love of. plundbt on : tket 
part of the French people,' exhibitedr 
hiiQ, at once, in his true chara&er. 

. • Religious imposture is more di- 
red in its dm, and the enthusiafiB^ 
with which it is^ always accompanied^ 
gives it an easy, currency, and some* 
times, in the end, conceals from itadl- 
its. own imposture. It is necessary* 
that it should have a new systend, or a: 
i^w dofteine to sup^rt, otherwise^' h., 
soon loses its glow of enthusiaimf ftiid 
then the charm dissolves* ^ 

To reli^ous imposture an aera: df . 
ignorance and superstition is necessarf ^ 
An enlightened age never sees an iifa» 
posture of this description. But the^ 
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I^Hticfll impostor wiU adventiure in 
ijqvf stated of society^ and is most suo 
fiessiiil in the degeneracy of a common^ 
weadth* There is no instance of a sue- 
e6s6^1 rdigious imposture in a wdl or« 
ganised society. 

Literary imposture, likewise^ 
ddiighis in systems^ paradoxes and new 
tht»ries« The boldest truths are often 
ttutxMrnout in its extravagant pursuits^ 
lEhis spedes of imposture is seldom 
d^Qge^Ou^ ; its objed is only a sudden 
and noved fame. The last century was 
remarkable for a number 'of philoso* 
pbic impostors. 

. I» Jesup Christ was an impostor^ 

Ki was doubtless a political impostor ^ 
O 
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although his reserved deineknof wA 
moral harangues discover an imposing 
religious asped. Yet that grandeur -erf' 
character, those strong and calm traitsT, 
that habitual moderatioii and ready 
eloquence, that command over others 
ki.his most passive moments, and that 
c^cious readiness to sympathise with tlnte 
uiihappy, which is no mark of arnbi* 
tiori or of entlmdbism, never yet distin* 
guided a rdigiousr impostCH:* If tra<l!^ 
tion has given to Mahomet most tif 
these great q[uaEtie5, history hasalsb 
given him the charad:er of a sddiiir 
Md a statelman. So that it woidd be 
derogatory to the abilities of this msk^ 
to rank him in the class of sedaries. 
If he was an impostor, his mysterious 
carriage and public tlbcouxises were ^wdl 
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fdculated to gain an ascendency over 
the populace, and this ascendency was 
but the nearest ohjpGt in his expanded 
yievr. 

Let us now examine if the co^r 
duA of Jssus can be fairly charged 
with imposture* 

Ixmui): be granfjed th|t theli& 
pf JMJf^ CfiRXST wasdoud^d in sin* 
gular mystery, and that the motives^ 
both of hb public and private move* 
loents, were, in general, inexplicable to 
'his associates* How do we know that 
#^ long period of his obscurity was 
not consumed in the contemplations of 
iiiture aggrandisement ? How do we 
ijpiov that he waa not studying the 
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chstrafter of his tinted, and cttkivatiBij^. 
hii? popuhr talents ? Mahomet, in rev 
tirement, formed himself into the fu* 
ture prophet of Arabia ; and the el* 
der Brutus, with nobler .views, under, 
the imputation of idBotism was suc» 
cessftilty planning' the liberty of hitf 
country. There certainly was; both 
in that, and in the times preceding 
those in which j£$u5 flourished, every 
inducferfient for political* adventurers/ 
The public mind was ready ta enc6ur«^ 
age the most daring pretensions. A 
long expected and powerful' oaptaitt 
was to proteft their declining fortunet 
in both of those particulars, so inters 
esting to all men, politics and rdigion/ 
In the ardoin: of expeftation, the pub- . 
He was ready to add inspiration to the 
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ibdiiisiastf, and the most a6Uve pow* 
ei« of God to the impostor. The nation* ^ 

9I ambition was interested, and the 
foibiicy when they please, can deify. ^ 

In such times, a great man scarcely v 

earns his greatness ; the public antici* 
pate htoi^^ In all probability hadanoth- * 
W great man, a crafty, prudent man, ^ 

like Sertorius declared himself in qppck 
sition to Jfisus, Sertorius had precede^ . 
t» public confidence the more unas« 
suming Nasarene. Hence, in this re-< 
pe6k, Jssuf^ had much the advantage 
oi Mahomet, It was the firil concern: . 
ol the Arabian to prepare the public 
mind ; whereas, Jesus, had his preten- 
sions been even more suspicious could 
not have anticipated the wishes of his t 

IHktioQ. 
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If the times were thus hroaiAt to 
an impostor, and ^ the private life of 
Jisus is not without suspicion, his puh* 
lie condud is not whoUy free from sur» 
mise. 

Why did be associate, from the 
beginning, with that class of people^ 
wiio in a degenerate state of society, 
consider themselves outlaws from the 
commtmity ; with a people so-fond of 
adventure, that it required only a becbr 
(Hikigto lead some of tlMn in his train $ 
and only a ^ngle harangue to fix them 
partisans ? Why 4id he sde& those, 
who, though they left all, left nothing I 
He had an oppwtunity of winning one 
youngtnan of great possessions, an in*- 
geauotis^youngman, naturally dispose 
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Id irtrtue. ffim he laid tinder what, 
iw least in this age, may be called an 
impossible restriction ; and the young 
man went away sorrowful. Nor ought 
it to seem extraordinary, if we judge 
that age by our own, that the rich, to 
whom Jesus shewed no courtesy, refos* 
ed to mingle with a coile^on of peo^ 
pie who seemed to hold in contempt 
that selfishness which the usual laws 
of property iiKulcate. The rich hate 
abstract equality. On the contrary, if 
Jesus was an knpostor, he wisdy. d|»* 
countemnced the ridh and the gn^aC^ 
These are generally tiniid, md can 
seldom be depended on in the moment 
of emergency. Whereas those, who 
followed Jesus^ having once pledged 
thcmselTQs were retaine4 £coxn persooh 
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4l con«derations } daogcr, hr Jgcom 
disiipatmgy woidd embofdy them ; fear 
woidd give courage, and initaAt ruixi> 
intrepidity. 

Theri are a few othet dccum^ 
stance; attending the public life of Ibp 
«n8i hot wholly without examplei in 
the lives of other grtzt men. His re^ 
tireinent to the mountains for forty 
days gave an unnecessary mystery to 
his character, already mysterious in. 
the eyes of bis own disciples* Tet it- 
must be ccmfessed thatf iho compara**" 
tivfely enlightened ftge of JudM would "^ 
have rendered this secresy impolitic In 
an impostor. Temporary retirement^ 
is a stab trick, worthy of a dark or., 
superstitious age only* Numa Pomf «. 
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^{ix^^ no dotibt ah excellent man, 
^&h^A rtottch 6f lii* consequence from 
th* Egeriaii grove ; ind the secltfded 
cha:*a<Ser of Mahomet threw rf ray of 
(Evihity over the impostoi*. Lyciifgus 
too offers a ]?erfembHfig incident \^hic& 
is safd tb^have happened to Jesus. Thi 
cffttcl6 pronounced Lycuffgus *^ BeloveS 
of the gods^ and rathe f apd than d many 
A vcHce too proclaimed, ** T6is if my hi-^ 
t&oed son iri whoM I am will pltctsid** 
^thit sacred chickens of the ftomani^, 
jfcd the holy dove afford but a partial 
rtsemblaiice ; and likewise the dovrf 
aM th6 milki-white hind of Sertofiusl 
Tie entty/)f Jfisus into the tempie, and 
tSe expulsion of the merchants, b^str 
ar strong likeness to the entry of Crom- 
well into the British parliament. These 
^rticulars are more striking in con- 
ttkst with tlie general symplicity of thef 

Arrkige an^ conduit of j£su«. 
P 
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To all; this, and much more whiclk 
might be obje£i:ed» I will only reply, thjt^ 
J^sus Christ, if he was an impostor^ 
of all men was most weak, inefficient 
and wrong-headed. Of this his early 
catastrophe, and uniform eccentricity, 
are sufficient proof. On- the contrary, 
if he was not an imppstor, he may be. 
considered successful in an eminent de^ 
gjree. Not Alexander, who in the in- 
to3dcation of pride forgot his father. 
Philip, allied himself so equally to the 
Great First Cause, as did the Nazarene 
in his sober senses, and in his most un«. 
promising circumstances. Yet the: 
one^ though a conqueror, whose head,t' 
above the clouds, became giddy from 
its own height,^ and whose eyes, daz- 
zled in the splendor of his own glory ,^ 
saw not the devastation which the 
print of his feet left behind, ,was but 
a laughing stock in his pretensions tgk 
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Sits own creatures and bacchanals, while 
tlie other, ready to become the serv- 
ant of all, at the same moment, chal- 
lenged unlimited faith to his sublime 
affinity. Therefore, if Jhsus was an 
impostor, he was doubtless unsuccess- 
ful ; but if he was not an impostor, it 
is too much to say he did not attain his 
otgeft ; especially as himself indicated 
as much in his last expression, " // is fin- 
bbedr 

Yet who Mrill say that JESusCriRisT 
was either a weak man, or inefficient in 
his purposes ? That he was wrong-head- 
ed, cannot be disputed with the money- 
schemers, the ambitious, and ihe calcu- 
lators on time and chance. But, how- 
ever shiftless Jesus may seem to the 
man of the world, and however weak 
and unsuccessful he may appear to the 
Jjolitician, the mysterious and instant 
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{jOGQOiaQd thzX he exercised owc.hi^ 
Qlimerpus foUpwers, himself profes^ 
^\y th? Ih^mblest of all, sufficiently 
marts tljq strength and pQwer of hi^ 
cljaya^^er. l^or was he by any ipeans 
4^^tit^te pf address and knowledge of 
t^ie wprld. His cpud^ft in several in* 
«t2\nccts wiU best iUustr^e this sitre«>gtl^ 

His decision on the question of 
the tribute mmey ; and his rebuke to 
the l^ty Pfteifi. wh^n h« drew his 
(^V^ord on tl^e servant of tl:^e high-pr^» 
4^^9Qv:er a <|uick V^ pipident judg? 
Vtj^m^. ]Ru,t. t^s^ ^ue^tion to the i&^^ 
Qjp l;l^e, ktjj^ti;^ of John, si^^pa^ssea io, 
s?\g?pity. f ny l^hifl^ r^t?^ qf S^ratesji 
^a t%9^'ii>g hj^ ^dyersaries. into a. d^- 
If m^a, Jt% feply to tlxpsp^ ^^o q]ui^. 
tio^efl th^ j^pprJ^ety of p^u?iij?g the 
,^^(?£ Gcurn 9^^ t^ie s^bValJt^, i^ a nj^mr. 
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Ttft y@vng iRw t§e, wbe went aw^y 
sorrowful, was the bpsf possible i}lu9« 
tration of his own doftrine of grace. 

C9m«MQ^ i^cofi^ id ftoy of the Ht 

though a pahlic maa, pre^rve4 his 
9r^n9lpQivevty, lOi^ght joo oftcea, soi 

oiies, aa4 rtill fl^ed n share of the 
Ccodthead} sm4 though hei pet$eveFt 
^d in thiji «imimi ^mfiy he earned 
himself with 90 tam^ioeekaesa and ho^ 
9iiHty9 that hk imUk coftdiitl wa^ 
iRiifk^ h)? nalmv^ m^ve; fov so 
I^tl^ s»)^^ilt]id fthe tenor of Ida fife 
dwioov^, thtf hite pNidommant passioa 
ymz aecf«t to his own. disdptes : So 
4^at, if IssfJSs Christ Msas an impostors^ 
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we may boldly pronounce that the «e^ 
cret of his imposture wais buried with' 
him in his grave. 

If such had been the extraordinary 
life of any other person, his death would 
properly conclude the subjeft ; but the^ 
life of this man, however Uncdminoii; 
bears no parallel with his wdnilttful des- 
tiny, a destiny, which bad it been di$^ 
tinftly foretold Iii his own life-tittie,' 
would ha^e required!; {^riiaps, as niu^hl 
faith to have believed it tben^i!& ivmta 
required to befie^ the record of the 
evangelists. Could the faith of itian, 
when the dead body^of thin crucified- 
petson was exposed to the popt^ac^, be 
more severely tri^, than in Usteyng to 
the story of his ftrfture deitiny ? It is by 
no means incredkde that^ JeW^ who 
had declared himself the son^ of GO0, 
yet being inccwipetent tp suj^rt his 
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subUme pFetensions, should lose bis 

^hara^er^ and sink below the ordiriaiy 

reputation of malefaftors. But it must^ 

at that period, have seemed incredible, 

t<) all men, that this person, whose fate 

%^a9so contemptible that it did not ex* | 

cite tl^^ common sympathy of human-; \ 

ity^ should soar from a gibbet, to the J 

throne of God, should enjoy a co- 

equality with the creator of the uni- \ ( ^^^ 

v;er8e, and in the opinion of successive * ' I 

geio^r^tkx^i^ii^d pftctak^ of divine 

honors both on earth and in heaven. 

W^d^rftil destiny, ! That a man, who J f 

when among his fellows, had no hpnie, 

ai^df who w^i^dead, was beholden to the ; 

kind offices of .a strj^nger for his int^- ^^ I 

mentis fi^ould^ in kayifig his miserable ; 

gaments, his coat wijhput a seam, to be " ^ 

divided among his executioners, ascend i 

with^ three days to heaven, amidst a I 

hostpfangels^i to. be welcomed to the ^ 
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thtom &( the mttet mgh O^ l W&iMu 
HA ^ts^fi that mdki vkm, «m^ fl^ 
omtmspt of tbe tfoiM^ andapjpiMsMtly; 
^tStma bdtlr \rf hearireft snd tanHb^ 
dbbiald kideom» tke vehid«' of sdl ^ 
kopeKtiff «!»& daldr«ft tfi AAtm f siiid 

dr dtflr6¥««]ighttffl«e(, wlMfli«f«^ip^- 
8(9^o«s {fir ^ilojf^c^r dioiidd tfHj«f 
as MrdB id th^ fOncSi «f l^iAg^ a^ il^ 
iii^im&«gt^ af ^ pottfy thid tesA w 
Iir»«6iid<»fl i»iMiijl|i og lOuA^ esHkm t 

&tfe« is- (hi demS^ ^ i^sifa 

ctfi»8fei^fesM Hid d^iitll, Ai«l^#oti4«^ 
M, 2Jket his deaitfey iMifi^tft^ ittftuinccf 
(^ hit. char^Aef on tk^ AbM'eiiK^ett^ 
d$ fares- 0^ ^0 woJ^kS. 



Digitized by 



Google 



/ 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 

IHillHIi 

3 9015 06725 0533 




ir 




Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



T-. ^, -^V/l^. .. 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIQAN 

lilllllilll 

3 9015 06725 0533 




■mmm 



LmKARY^ 



Tilt; 



y*VFFIKl-I> fr 
, ,^ -"-i^^' 

■■'"ii''i'iiYr";';:.:iiP^igii1 



!J^ 



i,iJJ.^I ,l,'.TTTT:AJ?J"r^gff 5 



p 




^ 




•^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



^•'"-TT, 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIQAN 

lilllllllli 

3 9015 06725 0533 






Digitized by 



Google 




\ 



